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           September 27, 2008 (202) 226-8555 

HERSETH            SANDLIN ANNOUNCES $236,310 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ASSISTANCE GRANT FOR CRISIS            INTERVENTION SHELTHER INC. 

September            27, 2008- Today, Rep. Herseth Sandlin announced that Crisis            Intervention Shelter Inc. in Sturgis will receive a U.S. Department            of Justice Office on Violence Against Women Grant in the amount of $236,310.            This funding will assist Crisis Intervention Shelter, Inc., in collaboration            with various law enforcement agencies as well as faith-based and non-profit            organizations, in their efforts to lessen or remove the unique factors            that compromise safety for women living in rural communities across            the Northern Hills, including Faith and Buffalo. 
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"No one deserves            to live in fear of being stalked, raped or assaulted," Rep. Herseth            Sandlin said. "Victims of these crimes in rural communities often            feel isolated from services available in urban communities. This funding            will make sure that victims living in some of the most remote parts            of South Dakota have resources available to them to escape a dangerous            situation and start getting their life back on track."

Crisis Intervention            Shelter Service, Inc, a non-profit organization, will use this grant            to provide advocacy services in Faith and Buffalo, allow advocates to            be available 24 hours a day, provide specialized training to first responders,            educate clergy and enhance public education efforts.
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C ongresswoman            Stephanie Herseth Sandlin serves South Dakota in the U.S. House of Representatives.            She is a member of the Blue Dog Coalition, a group of moderate Democrats            committed to fiscal discipline and strong national security, and is            co-chair of the Rural Working Group, which is dedicated to raising the            profile of issues important to rural America. She also serves on three            committees vital to South Dakota’s interests: Agriculture, Veterans’            Affairs and Natural Resources. In the 110th Congress, Rep. Herseth Sandlin            was one of only 15 members appointed to serve on the Select Committee            on Energy Independence and Global Warming.
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